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THIS
YEAR;

HE greatest year in the historn
I southwest in just beginming. The pext greatest year
has just ended. It surpassed ail that bave ever gune
before. It stands as a spur to siill greater accomplishment
in the year that is at hand.

The measure of
found ip thi= Apnual Review efdition. Tt contains a great
deal which few in the southwest know, and with which
everyons should be familier, For instance, there is not an
El Pasoan but should take pride in the knowledge that in
1216 this city broke alf its previous records for building with
comsiruction value at $4,000,000. As the account appears in
this paper. the total for ihe year was $3,551,909, based on
bmiding permits issued up to the close of the year. However,
in the first few days of 1917 permits were taken out, cover-
ing construction work commenced in 1816, sufficent to bring
the total to $4.000000. The total for 1915 was somewhat in
excess of $3,500,000.

Thes aggregate valuation of El Paso’s building construc-
tion in 1916 doer not, however, give the pictere of growth.
1t is better shown by other figures. Im the past year, 200
homes were buill, Tanging from $3000 to $30,000 in value
and hundreds of others were built which did oot ceme up
to the $3000 valuation. There were 88 business buildings,
costing from $3000 to $300,000; 70 spariment and temement
buildings, a number of automobile establishments, a $200.-
000 mest packing house, thres churches, two factories, a pub-
lic comfort statien and a plant for the United States public
health service.

Theze figures do not include homes butlt out=ide the aty
Hmits, of which many were erected in 1916

A great year for El Paso? Who can doubt it? Nothing
spezk= so eloguently and so convincingly of a city's growth
a= the gpumbers and the waluation of the buildings erected
Not even population, for population increases vary as to
quality and are uncerfain as to permanence. Buildings, en
the other hand, remain long, their value is not doubtful and
their construction means a solid confiGence in the present
and future prosperiiy of the community

Observe, then, the fact thst E] Pase's total valuation oi
building comstruction in the year just emded was naarly doo-
ble thst of aoy previous w with the exception of 1915,
It was mure than double tha any previous vear except
1812 and 1915, From this Lhe cunclusic to he dedocied
are so obvious that they n=ed no

even be statled here
The comning of the many thousands of pational guards-
men to the border is

in part 1o be credifed with El
Paso’s growth and with ) hich has caused
that growth. EIl Paso was thriving m H
diers came and will comi
the soldiers geo.
But they bhave hilped

i1

Ipward of 50,000 regulars
nationg] en here have swelled tremendonsly
busines:=, not even comunting the disburse-
ments of the quartermaster’s department which ranged from
$2.000,000 to $4,000,000 @ month {or 1he purchass of supplis

El Paso's main benefit, however, has come from
old sources; cattle, wrines, sheep, farming, wholes me1-
chandise supplies and some manufacturing. The revenne
to meintain and incresse our population of 70,000 has come
from a trade territory in New Mexico, Arizoma and west
Texas which never before in all their history had a wear for
development and money making like 1918, That arcounts
for El Paso’s well being, in a very large measure, and It
it never be forgotten for & moment that El Paso’s futare ie
bound up, 3= never before, in the fortuses of ghe towna, vil-
lages, ranches and farms of the zurroending ferriterv,

Here are other things directly and indirectly connected
with the growth of El Paso in the past year

El Paso led all the cities of the United States last year

in total square yards of bitulithic paving laid, with 102
blocks or eight miles, costing $398,119 67, and the program

for 1917 calls for 112 blecks more, besides 127 blocks peti-
tioned for by properiy cwners, estimates for which have not
vet been prepared.

El Paso has more than 100 miles of splendid cemznt sidle-
walks, and it has the longest county highway in the world,
136 miles, of which 50 have b2en paved. The county spent
about $500,000 in 1916 on good roads.

At the stockyards in this city were received last year

1916's achievemenis in the southwest i=~
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IS EL PASO'S GREATEST
1916 RANKS NEXT

BEST
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more than 745000 bead of cattie, 120,000 sheep and goatls |

aod 23,000 horses and mules besides several thousand hogs
And thes: figutes do not by any means represent the full
amount of El Paso’s cattle transactions in the past year
which inciuded many shipments of cattle through the city to
distant peints

El Paso county tax valuation increased Inst year by $6,-4
362,355 more than the 1815 figures

The bank clearings showed a gain of 339,704,965 aver
1915, an increase of 500 percent in 10 vears, and total de-
posits grew to $28,719,59082, ap increase above 1915 of
more than $6,000,000.

More than 2000 disease breeding hufs in Chihuabuita
were torn down and their places ars being filled with modern,
samitary siructures,

The $500,000 high school was completed and the $850,000
court house nearly completed.

All these are matters im whick El Paso is vitally infes-
csted, They indicate mot only growth but an abiding faith
in El Paso and the territory from which its income comes.

It was stated in & preceding paragraph that that terr
tory had never thrived as it did in 1916, and here is the
F\.’UL"..‘

Im

The great copper mines of Arizona produted is 1916 red , ~

metal valued at $1B2250,000, aficrding higher wages, in-
creasing the population and causing more demands for the
supplies which EI Paso fornishes than ever before. In ad.
dition, every other Hme of activity prospered im almost
corresponding ratie,

The Panhandle country, besides its livestock and oiher
indusities, became one of the greatest wheaf growing sec
tions in the country with an increase in acreage of 40 per- |
cent in the Amarillo district,

New Mexico increased its population by 30,000 and its
area of land under cultivation to 1,850,000 acres; increased
the value of itz Hivestock to $95000,000; sold $41,000,000
worth of agriculteral products; prodeced metals worth $33,-
469,000; opened 12 new miniog districts and increased its
total assessed valuation 1o $350,000,000.

This, then, is a summary of accomplishment in the souih-
west in the year just past, and somewhat incomplets, even
as & summary. To get a better idea of what has been dome,
it is mecessary to tead the full story in thi; Annual! Revies
edition.

The onistanding fact is that El Paso and the tributary |
territory have grown greatly, even despite the wirtmal para-
Ilveation of Mexico, and that El Paso thrives in the same
sure that Albuquerque, Santa Fe, Roswell, Deming a&nd
g Phoeenix, Tucson, Bisbee and Douglas; Ama.
rillo, Lubbeclk, Plainview and the towns of ikhe upper and
lower valleys thrive, 1f &5 up to us, for our mutual wel ]
ake the relaticns between El Paso and the surroun
and (ewns as cordial and helpful as they cam peos-
be

e e

If the French are to be limited to two dishes to a meal,
there peed be no canse for Jament onless the sive of the
dishes is hmited. It sometimes happens on these south-
western plains that egps, bacon, and potatoes are fried in
ome pan mmultapeously. |
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Estimate the quality of a lunch counter’s menn by a!

glance at the thickmess of the pies

i

i a 30 cent warnt ad sells a 30,000 acie ranck, no wonder
Herald advertisers are prospercus.
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